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elping Canada
achieve its potential

t has long been said that Canada is a nation of immigrants. What is
I the face of the new Canada and how is Concordia University playing
a part in educating these new Canadians? | began to think about these
questions after a Professor of Sociology and Anthropology told me that
she recently asked the 68 students in her course on Ethno-linguistics to
identify their mother tongues. The result? There were 22 different mother
tongues spoken by these students. Now that's diversity!

I believe that our student body more accurately reflects the demographic
and socio-linguistic diversity of Canada in the 21st century than do the
student bodies of most other Canadian universities. It is a great strength
of ours and one that provides "real world" education for our students.

Part of this phenomenon is by design; as we have set out to increase
our student enrolments, we have bolstered our student-recruitment efforts
on several fronts in an attempt to bring more international students to
Concordia. We feel strongly that the presence of students from around the
world in our classrooms and laboratories enriches the educational experi-
ence for all of our students, including native Canadians.

But part of this ability to attract a diverse student body has occurred
because of the traditions established many years ago by the founders of
Concordia's two antecedent institutions. Back in the days when a uni-
versity education was often reserved for members of the upper crust of
society, Loyola College offered educational opportunities to members of
Montreal's English Catholic community, regardless of socio-economic
standing, while Sir George Williams University welcomed students in a
non-denominational, co-educational setting. To this day, many first and
second-generation Canadians regard Concordia as a welcoming university.

Of course, this diversity does present us with challenges, both aca-
demic (in terms of student preparation and linguistic ability) and political
(when ethnic and religious pressures get out of hand). But if Canada is to
achieve its potential, we must remain accessible to and committed to these
new Canadians. In the process, we are trailblazers in defining the social
fabric of the new, more diverse Canada for future generations.

M

Martin Singer, Dean
Faculty of Arts & Science

Cover photo by Andrew Dobrowolskyj: Communication Studies and Journalism students
Michelle Richardson, Anthony Lalande and Meaghan Johnstone, with the Drummond
Science Building in the background. See story, page 3.

Inset photo by Andrew Dobrowolskyj: Frederick Krantz and Harvey Shulman, founders of
Concordia Universitys Liberal Arts College, posing with former student, Julie Amblard as
the College prepares to celebrate its 25th anniversary. See story, page 9.

tart spreading the news

Changes for Communication Studies and
Journalism are up next

Communication Studies wonit have to look far to find groundbreak-
ing news this year & major renovation work will soon turn the for-
mer Drummond Science Building on the Loyola Campus into a modern,
high-tech home for the universityls two media departments.

By the time the refurbished building is ready for occupancy, everything
but the foundation and the steel structure will have undergone radical
changes, says Robert Roy, Vice-Dean of Planning for the Faculty of Arts
and Science.

0Weire talking about major renovation work, both inside and outside the
building,6 Roy says. 0Most people will not recognize the new building.6

The renovations are slated to begin this spring, pending the approval of
the universityis Board of Governors. The plans call for the new facility to
be ready by the spring of 2005, with the two departments moving in later
that summer.

The two departments have been without a permanent home since the
spring of 2001, when they were forced to leave the Bryan Building to
make way for construction of the Richard J. Renaud Science Complex.
Faculty members and students have spent the past three years in tempo-
rary quarters in Loyolais Hingston Hall and Central Building.

The renovation project comes as a welcome relief to faculty members
in both departments, who have long struggled to find adequate space and
proper facilities for their students. The two departments, which shared the
Bryan Building from 1986 to 2001, have experienced enormous growth in
the past two decades, fueled by rising student enrolments in their existing
programs and the introduction of new programs.

0There was no more room to expand,6 says Enn Raudsepp, Director of
Concordias Journalism department. 6\We were in a situation where we
couldnit do our best work.6

Much of the new space will be devoted to media laboratories and
studios. A new sub-basement, which will be built beneath the existing
Drummond Building, will feature three large television studios for the
Department of Communication Studies, along with adjoining control
rooms, audio and sound-recording studios and video-editing suites.

The Department of Journalism will have expanded radio and TV stu-
dios, which will include professional anchor desks for news readers.

Itis a vast improvement for the two departments, which have long prided
themselves on being able to provide their students with a mix of theoreti-
cal, classroom-based learning and practical, hands-on experience, but were
limited in some instances by the lack of space.

With the addition of studio space, undergraduate students in

(see New home, page 16)
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Extra, extra: students Anthony Lalande,
Meaghan Johnstone and Michelle
Richardson read all about it
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